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What is strategic wood addition?

ÅStrategic

ÅWood

ÅAddition



Present



The Shifting Baseline

άΧƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎ ƭƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǿŀȅΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƪƛƭǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ 
changes taking place in the environment. In other words, due to short 
lifespans and faulty memories, humans have a poor conception of how 
much of the natural world has been degraded by our actions, because 
ƻǳǊ ΨōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜΩ ǎƘƛŦǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
individual. In essence, what we see as pristine nature would be seen by 
our ancestors as hopelessly degraded, and what we see as degraded 
ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǾƛŜǿ ŀǎ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩΦέ όtŀǇǿƻǊǘƘΣ ŜǘΦ ŀƭΦΣ нллфύΦ



Past

Old growth forest in the Adirondacks, NY. Keeton, et al 2007

Bald Eagle State Forest, PA (Michael P. Gadomski)



Natural sources of wood in streams

ÅChronic mortality

ÅWind storms

ÅIce storms

ÅWild fires

ÅBank erosion

ÅLandslide

ÅBeavers



White River, VT (VT Digger)

European Settlement

Machias River, ME (2023 Main Sustainability and 
Water conference)

Splash dam (Forest History Society)



Bethel Gilead Brook, Bethel



Natural Wood Removal

Saxtonõs River,Rockingham



The value of natural wood recruitment

ÅPrioritize protection and 

restoration of streamside 

forests

ÅLeave wood in the 

stream
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Success!

14 years

72 stream miles

83,000 more brook trout




