
Zoning, Planning, Resilience & Adaptation 

Select Board Office Report - August 2026 

This report provides an update on current work in zoning, planning, resilience, emergency 

preparedness and community engagement, including progress on several projects previously reported 

to the Select Board and new work moving into the fall. 

Zoning, Floodplain & Land Use Administration 

The regular work of the office continues alongside the projects outlined below. This includes zoning 

and floodplain permit administration, development and property inquiries, subdivision review, support 

for the Development Review Board and Hardwick Planning Commis.sion, flood hazard and river corridor 

review, coordination with state agencies, and implementation of recent zoning and floodplain bylaw 

changes. 

Municipal Plan Update 

The Hardwick Planning Commission continues work on the Municipal Plan update. Chapters are 

moving through first and second review, outside review where appropriate, and preparation for final 

reading. 

A dedicated Municipal Plan project page is being developed for the Town website. The page will 

include the chapter schedule and provide residents with a single place to follow the process, review 

materials, and see where opportunities for participation are coming up. 

Housing Capacity 

Work is continuing toward a Housing Capacity Study, with the Planning Commission supporting an 

application for a Municipal Planning Grant. 

The focus is a practical assessment of Hardwick's existing housing opportunities and constraints, 

including vacant and underutilized buildings, upper-story opportunities, building and fire-code 

considerations, and available programs and incentives. 

This work will also feed directly into the housing and land-use portions of the Municipal Plan. 

Community Engagement - Atkins Neighborhood Conversations and Fall Presentations 

The summer Atkins Neighborhood Conversation series has concluded. When I reported on this work in 

June, the conversations were still an experiment in creating a lower-barrier alternative to a traditional 
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