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How we get from this... CONSERVANCY
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“Vermont has removed more dams per capita than any other state” American Rivers, 2024

The Vermont Dam

Removal Initiative TR R —

From Your Watervwarys I

7
[ Dam Name, Town - Year Removed : : as @ﬁ . S : > { , @\’/
[ ] Ra Ise awa reness (5) Newport Remnant Dam, Newport Cty -2006 (& Norwich Pool, Norwich -2017 of 4 i b &

(2) Newport-11, Newport City -1396
(@) East Highgate, Highgats -2017

(& Kendrick Pond, Patsford -2014
(& Beaver Pond, Mendon -2013

2 I d t - f d | . t (@ Johnsons Mill, Bakersfield -2021 @& Hurricane Lower Reservoir, Hartford -2012 Q\'. @
e n I y e re I C (5 Orleans, Barton -1380 (&) Hurricane Upper Reservoir, Hartford -2010 o
(® Lyman Falls, Bioomfieid -2021 (33 Pelletier, Castieton -2022 0
d a m S @ Johnson State Upper, johnson 2003 @ Dunklee Pond, Rutiand Gty -2021 a IR

(%) East Burke (LumberCo.), Burke -2017 (& Castleton State College, Castleton - (¢
(3) WyomingValley, Guildhall - (@ LowerEddy Pond, Rutiand City - |

° P 2 L L s @ Mill Pond, Coichester -2019 () Rockefeller (PeggysPond), Plymouth -2024 / o

rlorltlze prOJectS (© LyndonState College (Lower), Lyndon -1996 (@) Pinney Hollow Brook, Plymouth 2007 £

(@ Stevensville Brook, Underhill -2008 (@ Connolly, Shrewsbury -2023
(@ UVM (Lower), South Buriington -2024 (3 Ascutney Snowmaking Diversion, West Windsor -2018

o CO | I a b O ra t e @ Sweet Farm, Waterbury 2016 (&) HarringtonRoad, West Windsor ~2017

(15 Marshfield-8, Marshfield -2012

(8 Franconia Paper Co, Groton-2014

i) Groton-9, Groton -2015

(i Pierson, Northfield -2008

(3 Union Brook, Northfield -2010

(33 Camp Wihakowi, Northfield -2020

() Hands Mill, Washington -2024

() Shashoua, Wamren -2018

(3 Dow Pond, Middiebury -2023

(@ BobbinMill, Chelsea -

(@ Wainwright, Salisbury -2024

(@ Main Street (formerly SOR), Randolph -2016
(2) Camp Killooleet Diversion, Hancock -2018
(22 Geer, West Fairiee -2017

(3 Montague Rod and Reel Co. (Lower), Thetford -2022
() Pomainville, Shoreham -2017

G) Hyde Mill, Bethel -2021

(3 Eaton (Upper), Royalton -2019

(3 Eaton (Lower), Royalton -2019

(33 ThetfordHill Reservoir (Lower), Thetford -2010
(3 Hillside Farm, Norwich -2003

(33 Norwich Reservoir, Norwich ~2018

() Weston (Lower), Weston -2019

53) Simpson , Dorset -2024

& Wallace, Dorset-2021

(&) LowerChester Reservoir, Chester -

@ Reynolds Lower, Dorset -2021

(& Reynolds Upper, Dorset ~2021

(&) Magic Mountain Dam, Londonderry -2020
(&) Magic Mountain, Londondeny -2021

(&) Dufresne Pond, Manchester -2013

(&) Montagna/WooburnRoad, Windham -2021
) Kidder Hill, Grafton -2019

) Blake & Higgins(Island Corp), Westminster -2024
(& Dalewood, Jamaica -2006

() Red Mill Dam, Ardington -1974

(& Podunk, Wardsboro -

(& Bagatelle, Dummerston -2017

() Johnson, Dummerston -2019

@ Old Grist Mill, Eennington -2013

(& Ruhl/Cold Brook, Wilmington -2018

{#) Gannon/Hall Road, Wilmington -2023

() Lawrence, Guiford -2021

(@ Britell, Windsor -

FREE VT RIVER

freevermontrivers.org
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Watershed Science
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The four dimensions of river connectivity. (Source: Annear et al. 2004) —
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Project Selection

* Ecological impact (AOP,
Flood Mitigation,
Wetland Restoration,
Water Quality benefits)

e Hazard Potential
Classification and
Condition of the Dam

e Owner interest

* Partner support

Reddit.com

* Urgency is real

VNRC

Sl ik ~ “Dam Scary: Intense Storms Push Vermont’s Aging
Structures to the Brink” Seven Days, July 26, 2023

—

“Unstable dam has town on edge”
Times Argus, July 18, 2023 — Rouleau Pond Dam



https://www.timesargus.com/news/local/unstable-dam-has-town-on-edge/article_ecd18f2d-3b39-581e-bfd0-07f110b13dac.html
https://www.sevendaysvt.com/news/dam-scary-intense-storms-push-vermonts-aging-structures-to-the-brink-38745587

Dam Removal Process

Project Selection
Develop support
Fundraising
Design

Outreach

Removal

Restoration

Monitoring
0. Time!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5. Permitting
6.
7.
8.
9.
1
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Montpelier,
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Montpelier, 1927
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Montpeller 1934




@& VERMONT RIVER
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Montpeller 1970s
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Montpelier, 2023 CORERANCE



...take out the dam? CONSERVANCY
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Dam Removal Process

7

Project Selection
Jevelop support

N

Design
Permitting
Outreach
Removal
Restoration
Monitoring
0. Time!

4
5
6
7
3
9
1
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Dunklee Dam, Tenny Brook -
Rutland - 2021

Brook Landscape

1’s Waterways = Evolution of the Tenney

13,000 years ago to 1750s
. for Mohican people who utilsed

r Creek, and into Lake Champlain—i

ueilized the intact arteries of a connected stream network

= The eartiest recorded mill ac this site was [ INOEICe €O farmers.
1 790s 1ot Preniss and Company’ oif mil ekl

which ground flaxseec
paines, printing inks, and industrial

od [T v

oil, a mainsta

red with Dunklee Pond Dam came o a close

coatings. The mill was supplied by water from a dammed | -t

pe o | FLAX SEED: A
brook directly upstream from this site. By 1795, [waicnw
pond, and dam had been purchased by farmer Asa H e . d

who grew flax and other crops on lands suounding
Tenney Brook and processed his crops at the Tenney |

Brook
ail mill

G With the advent of modern refrigeration, commercial ice harvesting waned. In 1
l )205 vas demolished, leaving Dunklee Pond
era. By the 1930

ast surviv
info an informal recreational site, with the industrial buildings and oper:

l‘\ )’UN In 1832, wood-worker Thaddeus Dunklee purchased lands surrounding Tenney
& Brook, including the pond and dam. During

time Dunklee operated a saw and wood planing

& mill at the site as well as a machinist mill for turnN

e ) D} ing iron for screws and other metal work. By the

% 18505, @ pencil factory wlso stood at the site

Downstream _ of  the [t come & 2t

ceding to
and hockey on the pond. Dunkice Pond Dam
remained in place through the twenticth century,
impounding the waters of Tenney Brook and
standing as the site’ last linkage fo an intensive

{ dam, in. presentday |+ . = 1n the face of climate change, the protection
mont's water resources is critical to the state's y

Rotary Park, George | 1 Industrial past.
if Graves  operated a Wiz, = 4 and way of life, and to sustain public health a
sprawling tannery, fed c Seh i into the future.
by a_penstock carying | * =\
§ water from the dam. | i % “The Stockbridge-Munsce Mohican Nation
- =% Tanning of hides was a. | | o splper Pempe————— (see www.mohican.com) was honored to con
water intensive process, with hides soaked in vats of Tenney Brook water, | s consult on their ancestral lands and be past
lime, and bark to produce supple leather. Graves Tannery remained at the site | | restoration. Thank you to the landowners, ¢
until 1875, when it was destroyed by fire ¥ e community, and the City of Rutland for st
- this project and to the following funders

who contributed to its success.

b Rt VNRC

I~
VERMONT

AT
DN

3,
)

i
Wi




North Breton Brook - Pelletier Dam, Post Dam Removal - North Breton Brook,
March 2022 October 2022



Connolly Pond Dam, Mill River Tributary -
Shrewsbury -
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Wainwright Mill Dam, Tributary #10
Salisbury (2024

e 13,000 yrs. ago to 1750’s —People used the river for travel, trade, food
e 1790-1817 Jon Wainwright sawmill developed using waterpower

e 1826 Charlie Eager used hydro power for blacksmith shop

* 1901 Landowner Ingalls used as trout pond and creamery

e 1926 Lake Dunmore Creamery abandons dam power

e 2024 Betsy Gossens reconnects the river




Breadloat Dam Removal, Brandy Brook, Ripton - 2025




Youngs Brook Dam, West Rutland - 2025




Cross Brothers Dam, Dog River, Northfield — Coming

VERMONT NATURAL
RESOURCES COUNCIL




Outcomes of Dam
Removal and Restoration

* Eliminates expensive ongoing maintenance costs
 Removes liability for dam

Decreases flood risk to keep communities safer

 Allows rivers to flow onto floodplains and
wetlands to safely store and slow water

e Habitat connectivity for increased ecological
diversity

* Improved water quality for drinking and
swimming

Added recreation opportunities to leverage a
growing outdoor recreation economy and foster
community wellbeing
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