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A floodplain is a flat area of land next to a river or
_____________________ stream. These areas:

Normal Channel

* Slow, absorb, and store excess water during storms
and snowmelt

e Help reduce downstream flooding
e Support wetlands, wildlife, and natural habitats

FEMA has not mapped all floodplains and in some cases mapped floodplains are not based on a detailed study.
So it is important to keep in mind that areas outside of the FEMA-regulated floodplain may have the same flood risk.

While floodplains and floodways show where water
inundates land, the river corridor shows where the river
itself may move or erode the landscape over time.

Rivers are dynamic, they shift, meander, and carve new i <
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Protecting river corridors helps reduce long-term flood
risk by giving rivers space to move and adapt.

Meandering channels in a river corridor
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