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C&I-3. Improve stormwater collection on Main Street, East Church Street, Brickhouse 
Road and the School Street/Route 16 intersection.  (See page 44.) 

 

  

U&A-1. Recognize the Grange Hall as an important community center for East 
Hardwick.  (See page 52.) 
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Table 1.  General Population Data. 

Variable 

East 
Hardwick 

DVC 

 
Planning 

Buffer 
Town of 

Hardwick 
Caledonia 

County Vermont 
2020 Total Population 19 181 2,920 30,233 643,077 
2023 Total Population 22 184 2,943 30,386 649,316 
2020-2023 Population: Percent Change 15.8% 1.7% 0.8% 0.5% 1.0% 
2020-2023 Compound Annual Growth Rate 4.74% 0.51% 0.24% 0.16% 0.30% 
2020 Household Population 18 175 2,869 29,173 618,176 
2023 Household Population 21 178 2,892 29,326 624,415 
2020-2023 HH Population: Percent Change 16.7% 1.7% 0.8% 0.5% 1.0% 
2023 Population Density (Pop per Square Mile) 487.3 347.1 76.9 46.8 70.5 
2023 Population Age 25+: High School Diploma 5 44 750 6,648 112,979 
2023 Population Age 25+: Bachelor's Degree 5 41 583 4,944 127,495 
2023 Population Age 25+: Graduate/Professional Degree 1 8 175 2,996 88,751 

      

 Source:  Compiled by Fairweather Consulting from ESRI Business Analyst.  
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Table 2.  Population by Age and Socioeconomic Status 

Variable 

East 
Hardwick 

DVC 
Planning 

Buffer 
Town of 

Hardwick 
Caledonia 

County Vermont 
2023 Median Household Income $66,862 $62,626 $58,115 $59,765 $75,269 
2023 Per Capita Income $38,693 $38,692 $37,272 $34,819 $44,740 
2023 Average Household Income $87,923 $87,925 $84,437 $82,300 $104,624 
2010 Median Age 42.5 42.5 40.6 42.0 41.5 
2023 Median Age 51.2 46.5 42.9 44.9 44.1 
2023 Generation Alpha Population (Born 2017 or Later) (%) 4.6% 6.0% 7.7% 6.9% 6.2% 
2023 Generation Z Population (Born 1999 to 2016) (%) 18.2% 19.0% 20.7% 20.1% 21.4% 
2023 Millennial Population (Born 1981 to 1998) (%) 22.7% 20.7% 22.0% 20.8% 21.1% 
2023 Generation X Population (Born 1965 to 1980) (%) 22.7% 20.7% 19.9% 20.1% 20.7% 
2023 Baby Boomer Population (Born 1946 to 1964) (%) 27.3% 28.8% 25.6% 26.2% 24.9% 
2023 Silent & Greatest Generations Population (Born 
1945/Earlier) (%) 4.6% 4.4% 4.2% 5.9% 5.7% 
2021 Households with 1+ Persons with a Disability 3 20 419 3,806 69,572 
2021 Households Receiving Food Stamps/SNAP 2 12 223 1,829 27,047 
2021 Households Below the Poverty Level 0 2 36 1,614 27,813 

      
2023 Total Businesses 3 8 167 1,455 32,370 
2023 Total Employees 17 46 951 12,892 363,267 
2023 Average Size of Business (Employees) 6 6 6 9 11 
Source:  Compiled by Fairweather Consulting from ESRI Business Analyst. 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Table 3.  Housing Units, Tenure and Occupancy 

Variable 

East 
Hardwick 

DVC 
Planning 

Buffer 
Town of 

Hardwick 
Caledonia 

County Vermont 
2020 Total Housing Units 11 82 1,441 16,005 334,781 
2022 Total Housing Units 12 85 1,468 16,195 338,867 
2022 Owner Occupied Housing Units 8 60 971 9,557 198,837 
2022 Renter Occupied Housing Units 3 20 327 3,266 78,060 
2022 % Owner Occupied Housing Units      
2020 Vacant Housing Units 1 9 166 3,343 62,428 
2020 % Vacant Housing Units      
2020 Vacant Housing Units: For Rent 0 0 25 267 5,234 
2020 Vacant Housing Units: Rented - Not Occupied 0 0 1 53 1,088 
2020 Vacant Housing Units: For Sale Only 0 1 12 177 2,582 
2020 Vacant Housing Units: Sold - Not Occupied 0 0 9 69 1,009 
2020 Vacant Housing Units: 
Seasonal/Recreational/Occasional Use 1 5 53 2,199 44,057 
2020 Vacant Housing Units: For Migrant Workers 0 0 0 0 68 
2020 Vacant Housing Units: Other Vacant 0 3 66 578 8,390 
Source:  Compiled by Fairweather Consulting from ESRI Business Analyst. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Table 4.  Housing Stock by Year Built 

Variable 

East 
Hardwick 

DVC 
Planning 

Buffer 
Town of 

Hardwick 
Caledonia 

County Vermont 
2021 Median Year Structure Built (Total Housing 
Units) 1965 1967 1963 1972 1975 
2021 Housing Units Built in 2020 or Later 0 2 15 19 219 
2021 Housing Units Built in 2010-2019 0 2 30 746 16,977 
2021 Housing Units Built in 2000-2009 1 8 112 2,046 35,193 
2021 Housing Units Built in 1990-1999 1 9 111 1,267 35,602 
2021 Housing Units Built in 1980-1989 1 8 136 1,839 50,812 
2021 Housing Units Built in 1970-1979 2 15 223 2,610 51,652 
2021 Housing Units Built in 1960-1969 2 11 129 1,004 27,364 
2021 Housing Units Built in 1950-1959 0 3 26 604 19,255 
2021 Housing Units Built in 1940-1949 0 3 32 655 10,384 
2021 Housing Units Built in 1939 or Earlier 5 34 628 5,231 86,061 

      
Source:  Compiled by Fairweather Consulting from ESRI Business Analyst. 
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Better Roads Program - A grant program for municipalities that provides funds for planning and 
erosion control projects that improve water quality and reduce maintenance costs.

More detailed descriptions of these programs are provided in the appendices to this report.
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 Better Roads Program - A grant program for municipalities that provides funds for planning 

and erosion control projects that improve water quality and reduce maintenance costs. 
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East Hardwick has a public water system 
that is owned and operated by the East 
Hardwick Fire District.  The water system 
serves the entire study area. 

 
 

Comfort & Image-1.  Evaluate the 
Village Water System. The East Hardwick 
Fire District is working to evaluate the 
water system and identify projects that 
will allow the system to continue to 
provide high quality water to their users. 

Purpose: Maintain clean, safe drinking water service 
to the users in East Hardwick.   

Estimated Cost: The existing water main on Main Street is in close proximity to the existing storm 
drain and sidewalk.  Replacement of this main is estimated to cost $550,000.  Additional projects 
and associated costs will be identified in the study being undertaken by the Fire District. 
Potential Funding Sources: 
 

 Drinking Water Revolving Loan Program provides funding for Vermont's Drinking Water 
projects in the form of low interest loans to municipalities and private entities for eligible 
projects.   

 USDA Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program provides funding for clean and 
reliable drinking water systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid waste disposal, 
and storm water drainage to households and businesses in eligible rural areas. 
 

More detailed descriptions of these programs are provided in the appendices to this report. 
 



 
 

 
Village wastewater is something that 
could be considered, as much for 
existing homes and businesses as for 
future growth.  With changes in 
technology, less expensive, more 
flexible solutions are being created 
for municipal systems. 
 

 
 

Comfort & Image-2. Over the long 
term, consider potential new 
solutions to municipal wastewater 
treatment.  The State of Vermont is 
currently working with several villages 
to determine the feasibility and cost 
of developing a wastewater 
collection and treatment system. 

Purpose: Provide adequate wastewater treatment for 
those properties that do not have space to meet current 
regulations and for those properties that cannot be 
developed as desired due to wastewater limitations. 

Estimated Cost: Varies, additional study needed. 
Potential Funding Sources: 
 
 Village Wastewater Solutions Initiative

communities, but more than 200 villages lack community sewer systems, hampering 
revitalization. To overcome this challenge, Vermont has formed an interagency Village 
Wastewater Initiative Committee (VWIC) lead by the Department of Environmental 
Conservation (DEC). The committee meets biweekly to discuss the progress of the villages, 
development of tools and resources, and coordination between funders and service 
providers. 

 Clean Water Revolving Loan Program provides funding for Vermont's Clean Water projects in 
the form of low interest loans to municipalities and private entities for eligible projects.   

 USDA Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program provides funding for clean and reliable 
drinking water systems, sanitary sewage disposal, sanitary solid waste disposal, and storm 
water drainage to households and businesses in eligible rural areas. 

 Northern Border Regional Commission Catalyst Program stimulates economic growth and 
inspires partnerships that improve rural economic vitality across the four-state NBRC region. 
The Catalyst Program supports a broad range of economic development initiatives that 
modernize and expand water and wastewater systems. 



 
 

 
More detailed descriptions of these programs are provided in the appendices to this report. 

 

 
Due to the hilly nature of East Hardwick, 
stormwater collection has always been a 
concern, more so in recent years with 
events increasing in intensity.  The current 
stormwater collection and treatment 
system is inadequate and has been the 
focus of several reports that have 
provided recommendations to reduce the 
current streambank erosion. 
 
More detailed information is included in 
the separate East Hardwick Stormwater 
Treatment Report, attached separately. 

 
       Erosion near the southeast bridge  
                        embankment 

 
Comfort & Image-3. Improve 
stormwater collection on Main Street, 
East Church Street, Brickhouse Road 
and the School Street/Route 16 
intersection.   
 
Main Street:  Stormwater is currently 
discharged at the Main Street bridge 
which causes erosion of differing degrees 
around the bridge.  An improved collection 
system and treatment prior to discharge is 
recommended. 

Purpose: 
Improve collection and treatment to protect both 
property and water quality by reducing erosion. 
 

E. Church Street: 
There are wet areas/springs west of East 
Church Street that contribute significant 
runoff to E. Church and the culvert near 
the end of Stevens Lane. 
 
Brickhouse Road: 
There is no collection system or ditching 
along Brickhouse Road.  Stormwater 
sheets across the road to the Overlook 
Park area. 
 



 
 

School Street/Route 16 intersection: 
Stormwater and elevated groundwater 
caused a portion of the bank along School 
Street near Route 16 to slide.  The Town 
has received proposals for improvements 
to address the bank instability along 
School Street and provide some 
stormwater treatment in the area. 

Purpose: 
Stabilize the bank along School Street and improve 
stormwater collection and treatment to protect both 
property and water quality by reducing erosion. 
 

Potential Funding Sources: 
 
 Better Roads Program - A grant program for municipalities that provides funds for planning 

and erosion control projects that improve water quality and reduce maintenance costs. 
 Lake Champlain TMDL Implementation Grants  To support green stormwater infrastructure 

projects that will result in reduced phosphorus and sediment loads form developed lands, 
targeting schools and combined sewer systems in the Lake Champlain Basin of Vermont. 

 
More detailed descriptions of these programs are provided in the appendices to this report. 

 

  



 

 
Comfort & Image-4.  Continue 
improvements to Overlook Park.  The East 
Hardwick Neighborhood Organization 
(EHNO) has been working on 
improvements to Overlook Park for 
several years.  The guardrail that extends 
into the park is planned to be shortened 
and replaced with granite blocks and a 
historic marker is planned to be installed 
at the park in the Spring. 

River access from Overlook Park is likely 
not feasible unless it is incorporated into 
a stormwater step conveyance feature 
such as shallow pools, riffle grade 
control, and often native vegetation to 
slow down and filter water, reducing 
erosion and improving water quality 
.  

 
Overlook Park is making progress towards the vision developed by EHNO.  Continued progress is 
anticipated to occur at the direction of EHNO.  No further recommendations are included as part 
of this study. 
Estimated Cost:  ongoing work, to be estimated. 
Potential Funding Sources: 

Vermont Outdoor Recreation Economic Collaborative (VOREC) Community Grant Program:
This grant program is intended to fund community projects that leverage outdoor recreation,
which VOREC defines as leisure, sport and therapeutic recreation activities pursued
outdoors, mainly in a natural setting.
Land & Water Conservation Fund: This fund supports the development of public outdoor
recreation opportunities across Vermont, with a focus on creating parks and open spaces,
enhancing recreation areas and facilities, and protecting wilderness areas and forests.

More detailed descriptions of these programs are provided in the appendices to this report.



 
 

 
The Streetscape and Village Appearance section is closely linked with the recommended sidewalk 
improvements in the Access & Linkages section.   

 
Comfort & Image-5.  Enhance the Streetscape on Main Street. 
The existing sidewalk on the East side between the bridge and School Street is deteriorated and 
unsafe in most locations.  Sidewalk improvements are discussed in the chapter on Access & 
Linkages.  No other streetscape improvements exist along Main Street. Improvements considered 
by the community include lighting and landscaping.  The community also expressed interest in 
burying utility lines as part of this process.  Other items that could be included in streetscaping 
include gardens, gathering places, trash cans, etc. 
 
As a result of public input, it is recommended that the sidewalk replacement be accompanied by 
streetscape enhancements. The preferred treatment is for both sides of Main Street to have 
sidewalks with curbs, planting strips/lawn areas and street trees.   However, if further planning 
indicates this would unduly reduce lanew width or create other problems, then it is recommended 
that only the East side of Main Street have a sidewalk with a planting strip/lawn area, while the 
West side would include only a sidewalk and curbing.  The options for streetscaping are found in 
figures 17 and 17.  Figure 17 is the preferred option. 
  
Purpose: 
Improved sidewalks and streetscapes will increase the connectivity of the village to points of 
interest.   
Estimated Cost: $1,330,000.  NOTE:  this includes the cost of sidewalk installation as well as 
streetscape improvements. 
Potential Funding Sources: 
 
 Downtown Transportation Fund -  a financing tool which assists municipalities in paying for 

transportation-related capital improvements within or serving a Designated Downtown and 
eligible Designated Village Centers.  

 Vtrans Transportation Alternatives Program -  provides funding for projects defined as 
transportation alternatives (click here for additional FHWA guidance), including on- and off-
road pedestrian and bicycle facilities, infrastructure projects for improving non-driver access to 
public transportation and enhancing mobility, community improvement activities, and 
environmental mitigation, trails that serve a transportation purpose, and safe routes to school 
projects. 
 

More detailed descriptions of these programs are provided in the appendices to this report. 



 
 

 
 



 
  

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  
  
  



 
 

 

 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

  
  

 
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


